context of the Akhbār, she considers it to be a shu bī treatise, claiming that shu bī sympathies are ubiquitous in this work.
Indeed, these studies render a great contribution to the understanding of alDīnawarī's historical writing. However, the specific themes and events discussed in these works are insufficient to fully capture al-Dīnawarī's motivation and objectives in writing the Akhbār. Moreover, the analysis of the connection between the narrative structure of the Akhbār and the background against which it was composed is addressed marginally in these studies.
The current study examines al-Dīnawarī's historical writing in terms of motivations and objectives through an analysis of his methodology, use of sources, and thematic arrangement of events. Thematically, this study revolves around the Akhbār's presentation of dynastic history and preconditions for effective rulership. The chronological framework of this investigation is based primarily on the textual analysis of the portrayal of early stages of human history. To better understand al-Dīnawarī's worldview and motives, it is instructive to begin with the examination of the narrative strategies of the Akhbār and the rationale behind its thematic configuration.
The Akhbār's Thematic and Schematic Structure
The dominant themes of the Akhbār can be broken down into three large interdependent historical spheres, the first of which revolves around the genesis of human history. The second part of the book, which is quite substantial, is devoted to Iranian dynastic history with an emphasis on the Sasanian period. Within the scope of Iranian history, al-Dīnawarī also incorporates pre-Islamic Arab (Yemenite) history. The Akhbār's third theme deals with the Islamic caliphate where the Rāshidūn and the Umayyad periods ta e the lion's share. He concludes his work with the reign of al-Mu'ta im (r.
833-842), and particularly with the assassination of the general al-Afshīn.
In many respects the Akhbār represents a rupture from early Islamic traditional historical writing. 6 This divergence is exemplified in the absence of chain of transmission (isnād), 7 the way events are presented, the choice of sources, and the narrative arrangements that the author chooses to apply. With regard to the presentation of events, al-Dīnawarī treats certain episodes in detail, whereas he mentions others in passing. For example, he places an emphasis on Sasanian history and the first civil war (fitna) and its consequences (which occupies almost one-fifth of his book), yet his reference to the life of the Prophet is limited to a few lines. When it comes to sources, he pulls information together from a number of traditions that figure in other Islamic works, but what is unique about the Akhbār is the way its author weaves these materials into his reports. The particularity of al-Dīnawarī's historical writing is also manifested in being one of the earliest Muslim historians to situate Persian royal traditions into the mainstream of Islamic historiography and to consult original Persian sources. Brill, 1979 ), 474-78; M. rignaschi, "La ihāyatu-L-Arab fī Ahbāri-l-furs wa-l-'Arab," 140-141.
Al-Dīnawarī's atypical historical writing also manifests in his espousal of moderate stands when it comes to significant Islamic political and social issues. 9 The same can be said about his unique treatment of the shu biyya controversy. 10 It is insufficient, I believe, to merely classify the Akhbār as a shu bī or anti-shu bī treatise.
Rather, al-Dīnawarī's presentation of the shu biyya is distinctive. Unlike other Muslim scholars who side with one of the two main ethnic contenders (Arabs and Persians), alDīnawarī uses his historical writing as a platform to remove the tension and show similar parallelism in their past. Indeed, he makes efforts, as we shall see, to demonstrate, whenever possible, that the history of Southern Arabs and the Persians was not contradictory or antagonistic, but rather conciliatory and intertwined. Arabs. Like the Akhbār, the Nihāya's themes and narrative arrangement point, as will be discussed later, to efforts to harmonize the histories of Persians and Arabs in order to emphasize their interconnected past and shared origin. 28 Al-Dīnawarī does not mention the Nihāya, but it is easy to notice the great similarities between these two works where 26 An edition of this work was published by M. Taqī A similar presentation of the importance of Babel and Yemen in history can also be found in the Nihāya. 42 In fact the author of the Nihāya relates a report on the authority of al-Sha'bī and Ibn al-Qirriyya stating that Arabs migrated from Babel to Yemen after the confounding of languages. 
Genesis of Kingship
Underscoring family. An emphasis, therefore, is placed here on Arpachshad, whose crucial role will be discussed later. By applying these rhetorical strategies, al-Dīnawarī seeks to legitimize
Persian narratives and to demonstrate Persians' contributions to human history through the establishment of kingship.
Relying on Persian sources, al-Dīnawarī adds that Jamshīd consolidated the foundations of the kingship (thabbata asās al-mulk) and turned irūz (the New Year celebration) into a holiday. 68 An almost identical treatment, yet more detailed, of the Jamshīd story can be found in the Nihāya. 69 The similarities between the Akhbār and the Persian histories independent. 75 The Shāhnāma's portrayal of the Jamshīd story is even based entirely on Persian tradition. These conspicuous distinctions point to al-Dīnawarī's intention to combine together biblical and Persian narratives in order to place the origin of Jamshīd within an honorable and legitimized setting.
The presentation of Jamshīd's ingship in the Akhbār is associated with another significant event: the confounding of languages. 76 The same narrative arrangement of this event can be found in the Nihāya. Anchored in the biblical setting, 77 
The Establishment of Kingship in Yemen
Al-Dīnawarī's portrayal of the institution of kingship in Yemen is divided thematically into two accounts, each of which reflects contrasted viewpoints regarding where he selects the biblical narrative as a setting for his discussion. We will begin with the discussion of the immoral and rebellious kingship of the people of ' d and ala āq. 114 Al-Dīnawarī, Akhbār, 9; al-A ma'ī, Ta'rīkh, 11-13. 115 Al-Ya'qūbī, Ta'rīkh, I, 195. 116 Al-Dīnawarī, Akhbār, 9-17.
Th o l of d and al-a āq

Conclusion
This study demonstrates that al-Akhbār al-iwāl is a distinctive Islamic universal history that cannot be characterized merely as a chronological-political narrative, but rather as a didactic effort to better understand the subtle connotations of dynastic history with its ebbs and flows. Al-Dīnawarī's choice of themes, locations, and events, and the synthesis of incongruent traditions are among the rhetorical devices that he consistently applies to better reflect on the repercussions of repeated patterns of dynastic history.
Clear resemblances between the thematic and structural arrangement of the Akhbār and that of the Nihāya demonstrate that these narrative strategies and agenda appeared in Islamic historiography even before al-Dīnawarī.
The Akhbār's thematic and schematic structure as well as its methodology, therefore, yields an interesting portrait of a scholar whose historical writing was motivated by the political fragmentation and cultural degeneration that the Islamic caliphate experienced during the ninth century. Reacting to these issues, al-Dīnawarī examines themes of rise and fall of rulership embedded in pre-Islamic Persian and Arab histories to provide a better perception of the causes for the socio-political decline in the Abbasid caliphate.
At the center of al-Dīnawarī's argument is the interconnection between successful rulership and illustrious origin, which is based on both locality and ancestry. Hence, he highlights the superior geographical status of Babel (Iraq) and Yemen as historical settings to show similarities and interconnectedness in the pre-Islamic Persian and (Southern) Arab pasts. In this manner, he shows uncharacteristic treatment of the shu biyya controversy indicating that Arabs (particularly Southern Arabs) and the Persians share common origins and pasts; and, thus, their histories were not contradictory or antagonistic, but rather conciliatory and intertwined.
These themes and narrative organization, therefore, shed some light on alDīnawarī's choice of al-Akhbār al-iwāl as the title of his work. What is behind this title, I believe, is the author's desire to focus on narratives of the rise and fall of dynasties and rulers that are worthy of a detailed and thorough examination. The focuses on these themes and events aim to serve as historical reminders for later generations at times of crisis and turmoil.
